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Occult, part 1 

Comparing World Religions Study 

Definition and Background 

 The word “occult” comes from the Latin word “occultus” and it carries the idea of things hidden, 

secret, and mysterious 

 Three distinct characteristics: 

 The occult deals with things secret or hidden 

 The occult deals with operations or events which seem to depend on human powers that go 

beyond the five senses 

 The occult deals with the supernatural, the presence of angelic or demonic forces 

 Josh McDowell: Under the designation occult we would class at least the following items: witchcraft, 

magic, palm reading, fortune telling, Ouija boards, tarot cards, Satanism, spiritism, demons, and the 

use of crystal balls.  To this list we could add much more 

 We need to be aware of the workings of the satanic realm but not to the point of unhealthy 

fascination, obsession, or involvement 

 We need not deny the obvious, that the supernatural does exist; spiritual warfare is real 

 There are, however, some instances where the supernatural is “faked” 

 Sleight of hand 

 Optical illusions 

 General deception 

What Kinds of People Get Involved with the Occult?  

 It is important to remember that the term “occult” doesn’t refer to a unified organization or religion 

 It is wrong to classify all occultists as either sick or on the fringes of society; there are many 

responsible people who practice the occult 

 Three characteristics of people who practice the occult 

 Many are escapists.  It has become cliché to say, “Satan made me do it.”  The world of the occult 

becomes attractive to people who find it difficult to face up to their moral responsibilities.  

Many dabble with “other powers,” and are drawn into involvement.  They often claim that they 

have tried “other remedies” in vain, and the alternative empowerment through the occult 

allures them. 

 Many more are superstitious.  Going beyond the bounds of revelation and common sense, they 

profess to see demonic activity in many areas: sickness, depression, anger, any unusual or 

unexplained behavior.  While such may be evidence of demonic action, it should by no means be 

an automatic assumption.  Where natural causes offer a reasonable explanation it is wise to 

accept them as the origin of the problem.  People who jump to the conclusion that demonic 

influences are responsible for a wide variety of phenomena invariably become obsessed with 

the thought of demons-at-work, and suffer many of the disabilities commonly found in victims 

of demonization. 



 2 

O
c
c
u

lt
, 

p
a

rt
 1

 |
 4

/
3

/
2

0
1

1
  

 All are victims.  I use the word advisedly.  There is no point in being judgmental toward these 

people, even though as Christians we oppose and condemn all occult practices.  From a biblical 

perspective there is no room for negotiation or compromise here.  God judges and condemns all 

traffic with demons, and we can do no less.  In the sight of God they are guilty of transgressing 

His law.  Each one is a victim, too—the victim of powers immeasurably more powerful and 

knowing than he.  What kind of person is he? 

 The curious, who experiments and plays with demonic forces, only to find eventually that 

they are playing with him 

 The conformist, who looks around at his peer group and says, “everyone does it,” and 

decides to be another who “does it” 

 The dissatisfied, whose religious experience has left him unfulfilled and skeptical 

 The sad, whose bereavement inclines him toward anything that offers knowledge of the 

dead 

 The rebellious, who recoils from the status quo in the church and in society, and seeks a 

viable alternative elsewhere 

 The psychically inclined, who wants to develop suspected latent powers 

 The offspring of practicing occultists, who are conditioned from childhood 

 The credulous, and every generation seems to produce its quota of them 

The Growth of Occultism  

 Why is there such interest in the occult? 

 The Secularization of the Gospel 

 The denial of biblical doctrine by Christian leaders leaves a spiritual vacuum which the world fills 

through other means 

 When the church “waters down” the gospel of Christ, the door to occultic practice swings wide open 

 Curiosity 

 There is a certain mystery about the occult which appeals to our curiosity 

 Many who get involved with the occult do so by starting with so-called “harmless” practices such as 

reading horoscopes or using a Ouija board.  In many cases, increasing curiosity leads them further into 

the occult 

 The Occult Offers Reality 

 All of us desire some sort of ultimate answer for life’s basic questions, and the world of the occult gladly 

supplies answers 

 The astrologist will chart your future.  The Ouija board promises you direct, and the medium talking to 

the spirit of your dead relative informs you that things are fine in the next world. 

 Since these occultic practices do reveal some amazing things, the practitioner is lulled into thinking that 

he has experienced ultimate reality and no longer needs to continue his search for truth.   

The Bible and the Occult  

 The Bible categorically denounces any and all occultic practices 
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 Deuteronomy 18:9-14 

 In the NT, those in Ephesus who practiced the occult renounced it when they became believers in Jesus 

(Acts 19:19) 

 Also see Acts 13:6-12; characteristics of those who oppose God: 

 They are in league with Satan and possess certain supernatural powers 

 They are false prophets 

 They seek to influence people politically and ecclesiastically, particularly those in positions of power 

 They attempt to prevent those who are seeking to hear the Word of God from learning it by opposing 

those who preach it 

 They deliberately attempt to divert prospective converts from the faith 

What we will discuss 

 Astrology and fortunetelling 

 Hypnotism 

 Magic 

 Ouija board 

 Satanism 

 Spiritism 

 Witchcraft 

 Wicca 
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